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Abstract Several solutions have been proposed to explain the long-standing kinematic observation that
postcollisional upper crustal shortening within the Himalaya and Asia is much less than the magnitude of
India-Asia convergence. Here we implement these hypotheses in global plate reconstructions and test
paleolatitudes predicted by the global apparent polar wander path against independent, and the most
robust paleomagnetic data. Our tests demonstrate that (1) reconstructed 600-750 km postcollisional
intra-Asian shortening is a minimum value; (2) a 52 Ma collision age is only consistent with paleomagnetic
data if intra-Asian shortening was ~900 km; a ~56-58 Ma collision age requires greater intra-Asian shortening;
(3) collision ages of 34 or 65 Ma incorrectly predict Late Cretaceous and Paleogene paleolatitudes of the Tibetan
Himalaya (TH); and (4) Cretaceous counterclockwise rotation of India cannot explain the paleolatitudinal
divergence between the TH and India. All hypotheses, regardless of collision age, require major Cretaceous
extension within Greater India.

1. Introduction

The continental collision between India and Asia contributed substantially to the growth of the largest modern
orogen. This collision happened along the Yarlung-Zangbo Suture Zone, which contains remnants of oceanic
lithosphere (ophiolites) and accretionary mélanges [Gansser, 1964]. Initiation of collision is paleomagnetically
defined as the time at which the latitude of the Lhasa continental block of southernmost Asia overlaps with the
latitude of rocks of the Tibetan Himalaya (TH) that represents the northernmost continental crust derived from
the Indian plate (Figure 1). The retrodeformed area between the former northern margin of the TH and the
modern southernmost thrust of the Himalaya is commonly defined as Greater India [e.g., Powell and Conaghan,
1973, 1975; Hodges, 2000] (Figure 1).

Stratigraphic, structural, and sedimentologic data across the suture zone have for decades been interpreted
to indicate an early to middle Eocene age for this initial collision [Dewey and Bird, 1970; Molnar and Tapponnier,
1975], widely cited as ~50 Ma. It quickly became clear, however, that the amount of convergence between India
and Asia since this initial collision, estimated using marine magnetic anomaly and fracture zone-based
reconstructions of the Indian and Atlantic Oceans (~3000 km since ~50 Ma [Molnar and Tapponnier, 1975; Patriat
and Achache, 1984)), far exceeded the amount of coeval shortening documented in the Himalaya and Tibet
(1000-1500 km [e.g., Coward and Butler, 1985; Dewey et al., 1988l]). In the following decades of research, these
numbers remained essentially the same, with India-Asia collision now reconstructed at ~52-58 Ma [e.g., Najman
et al., 2010; DeCelles et al., 2014; Garzanti and Hu, 2014], plate convergence since 52 Ma being up to ~3600 km
[van Hinsbergen et al., 2011a], and estimated upper crustal shortening within Asia (600-750 km [Yin and
Harrison, 2000; Johnson, 2002; Guillot et al., 2003; van Hinsbergen et al., 2011b]) and the Himalaya (up to 900 km
[DeCelles et al., 2002; Long et al., 2011]) adding up to less than half of the contemporaneous convergence.

Explanations for this major mismatch fall into three categories. First, shortening in Asia may be drastically
underestimated, for example, by extrusion of Indochina from an original position within Tibet, and/or by
intra-Asian continental subduction [Tapponnier et al., 2001; Royden et al., 2008; Replumaz et al., 2013]. Second,
the collision age may be much younger; for example, collision at 34 Ma [Aitchison et al., 20071, or 40 Ma
[Bouilhol et al., 2013], or 44 Ma [Gibbons et al., 2015] may explain (part of) the misfit. Third, the size of Greater
India at the time of collision may be much larger than traditionally assumed, such that wholesale subduction
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Figure 1. Tectonic map of the India-Asia collision zone (modified from van Hinsbergen et al. [2012]). IYSZ: Indus-Yarlung Suture
Zone; MBT: Main boundary thrust. Symbols (triangle, hexagon, circle, and square) represent the reference positions of
paleomagnetic data with sources (1-12) presented in Table 1.

of large volumes of Indian lithosphere would explain the mismatch between convergence and shortening
estimates [Patzelt et al., 1996; Dupont-Nivet et al., 2010b, 2010a; Yi et al., 2011]. For example, paleomagnetic
data from the TH are consistent with as much as ~2000 km of intra-Greater India paleolatitudinal divergence
during the Cretaceous, such that much of Greater India would have consisted of oceanic lithosphere
separating a Tibetan Himalayan microcontinent from the Indian craton [van Hinsbergen et al., 2012]. Wang
et al. [2014], however, recently argued that this divergence does not represent N-S extension but instead
merely results from ~90° counterclockwise rotation of the Indian plate in the Cretaceous; this argument
implicitly assumes that Greater India had always been over 2000 km wide.

Importantly, the kinematic predictions for each of these proposals can be tested against paleomagnetic
data. A recent proliferation of paleomagnetic data from southern Tibet and the Tibetan Himalaya has been
carefully analyzed for paleomagnetic artifacts to ensure consistent data quality—e.g., sedimentary inclination
shallowing, remagnetization, underrepresentation or overrepresentation of paleosecular variation, and variable
data selection criteria [see, e.g., Tan et al., 2010; Lippert et al., 2014; Huang et al,, 2013, 2015a, 2015b, 2015c,
2015d]. Here we use these most robust paleomagnetic data to test the viability of the three end-member
reconstructions summarized above. We indicate feasibilities and limitations of each scenario, define kinematic
boundaries, and identify targets for future tectonic research in the collision zone.

2, Approach and Data Selection

To test the kinematic models of the India-Asia collision zone, we aim to compare model predictions for the
paleolatitudes of the blocks involved in the collision zone to paleolatitudes determined from paleomagnetic
data. Each tectonic scenario for the collision zone predicts a specific relative motion of a part of a crustal block
that provided the data relative to Eurasia (for Tibet) and to India (for the Himalaya), which we implement in
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global plate reconstructions using Gplates software [Boyden et al., 2011] with rotation parameters for the global
plate circuit of Torsvik et al. [2012]. India and Asia are connected to this plate circuit in these reconstructions,
which is then placed in a paleomagnetic reference frame based on the global apparent polar wander path
(GAPWaP) of Torsvik et al. [2012]. Thus, the position of sampling localities is determined relative to the Earth’s
magnetic paleopole. We calculate the uncertainty for the predicted paleolatitude from the error reported for
the GAPWaP. Then, we compare the predicted paleolatitude to the one calculated from the paleomagnetic data
determined from these localities.

Selection of the paleomagnetic data followed the criteria and procedures described in Lippert et al. [2014], in
which a robust paleomagnetic pole must be calculated from a large number of primary, well-determined
geomagnetic field recordings, carefully assessing whether paleosecular variation is represented, compaction-
induced inclination shallowing of sedimentary rocks has been corrected for, and remagnetization can be
excluded or corrected for. The selected paleomagnetic results are provided in Table 1.

Tibetan paleolatitudes were obtained for the Qiangtang terrane using paleomagnetic data from upper Eocene
to lower Oligocene (35 + 3 Ma) lavas reported by Lippert et al. [2011]. For the Lhasa terrane, a late Eocene to
early Oligocene (35 £ 5 Ma) paleolatitude was determined from red beds after correction for inclination
shallowing [Ding et al., 2014]. Early Eocene (~52 Ma) paleolatitudes were obtained from pristine lavas with no
evidence for remagnetization [Dupont-Nivet et al., 2010b; Tan et al., 2010; Lippert et al., 2014; Huang et al., 2015c].
Notably, paleomagnetic results corrected for inclination shallowing from sedimentary rocks interbedded with
and immediately above these lavas [Huang et al., 2013], and inclinations derived from coeval lavas corrected
for partial remagnetization [Huang et al., 2015b] are indistinguishable from directions in the pristine lavas. Early
Cretaceous (~125 Ma) paleolatitudes are determined from a large number of lava sites [Chen et al., 2012;

Ma et al., 2014; Yang et al., 2014] at two localities, and inclination shallowing-corrected sedimentary rocks from
the oceanic Gangdese fore arc that bordered the Lhasa terrane to the south, along the subduction zone that
consumed the Neotethys [Huang et al., 2015a]. For the TH, robust paleomagnetic poles are available for the
following time intervals: (1) 57 £ 2 Ma [Yi et al,, 2011], (2) 60+ 2 Ma [Yi et al., 2011], (3) 68 + 3 Ma [Patzelt et al.,
1996], (4) 116 £ 5 Ma [Klootwijk and Bingham, 1980], (5) 134 +4 Ma [Huang et al., 2015d], and (6) 227 £ 13 Ma
[Appel et al., 1991] (Table 1).

3. Analysis
3.1. Testing Intra-Asia Shortening Estimates

We first test paleolatitudes predicted by a recent kinematic reconstruction of Asia based on structural
geologic data that estimated 600-750 km of shortening across and north of Tibet since 50 Ma [van Hinsbergen
etal., 2011b, and references therein]. This scenario is similar to earlier estimates of Dewey et al. [1988] and Yin
and Harrison [2000] but is about twice as high as Yakovlev and Clark [2014], and at least ~1000 km smaller than
scenarios advocating major Indochina extrusion [e.g., Replumaz and Tapponnier, 2003; Royden et al., 2008].

The paleolatitudes for the Lhasa and Qiangtang paleomagnetic localities at ~35 Ma are lower than those
predicted by the reconstruction, with error bars barely overlapping (Figure 2a). The paleolatitude predicted
for the lower Eocene (52 Ma) lavas only overlaps with the northernmost values of the measured paleolatitudinal
range (Figure 2b). The kinematic reconstruction of Asia at 125 Ma includes an additional ~400 km of Cretaceous
shortening estimated from the Lhasa and Qiangtang terranes [e.g., Kapp et al., 2005; van Hinsbergen et al.,
2011b] (Figure 2c). The predicted paleolatitudes at all three reference positions are well within the range of the
measured paleolatitudes. Thus, the paleomagnetic data indicate that the shortening reconstructions predict
latitudes consistent with paleomagnetic data representing ~125 Ma, only just within error at 52 Ma, and up to
~300 km north at 35 Ma.

The 35 Ma mismatch may result from the widely debated “Asian inclination anomaly,” which might be caused
by nondipolar geomagnetic field behavior [Dupont-Nivet et al., 2010a] or major tectonic motions of Asia
relative to North America and Europe along undocumented Cenozoic fault zones [e.g., Cogné et al., 2013] but
may alternatively indicate that the estimated 600-750 km Cenozoic intra-Asian shortening [van Hinsbergen
et al., 2011b] should be considered a minimum value. Assuming a higher total intra-Asian post 50 Ma
shortening value of ~900 km, with the excess ~300 km accumulated after 35 Ma, would bring all predicted
paleolatitudes within the observed range. How and where this excess shortening was accommodated,
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Figure 2. Paleomagnetic tests of tectonic reconstructions. Kinematic reconstructions of Asia are based on ~600-750 km of postcollisional intra-Asian shortening and
~400 km of precollisional shortening within the Lhasa and Qiangtang terranes [Kapp et al., 2005; van Hinsbergen et al., 2011b]. The shaded areas are the measured
paleolatitudinal ranges with data sources (1-12, same as in Figure 1) displayed in Table 1. Uncertainties of the predicted paleolatitudes are determined from the error
reported for the GAPWaP. TH: Tibetan Himalaya; pink thick lines: Yarlung Zangpo ophiolites; dashed thick lines: subduction zone in the Neotethys. (a) Predicted
paleolatitudes of the Qiangtang and Lhasa terranes compared to the observed paleolatitudes at ~35 Ma; (b, c) predicted paleolatitudes of the Lhasa terrane
compared to the observed paleolatitudes at ~52 Ma and ~125 Ma, respectively; (d—f) kinematic reconstructions showing the predicted positions of the TH depending on
the assumed collision ages at 34, 52, and 65 Ma for comparison with the observed paleolatitudes at ~57 Ma, ~60 Ma, and ~68 Ma. The measured paleolatitudes of the
TH are consistently 1-2° south of the lower bound of predicted values. (g-i) Kinematic reconstructions of the TH at ~116 Ma, ~135 Ma, and ~227 Ma. Regardless of
collision age, the predicted paleolatitudes of the TH (dashed lines) are significantly north of the upper limit of the measured paleolatitudes assuming no extension has
happened within Greater India during the Cretaceous. Placing the TH (solid lines) adjacent to the northern margin of India will make the predicted paleolatitudes
consistent with the measured values.

however, remains to be identified in future work. Over 900 km of postcollisional intra-Asian shortening would
lead to predicted paleolatitudes at 125 Ma that are lower than those observed in the paleomagnetic data.
Kinematic reconstructions of Asia that assume 2000 km of Cenozoic shortening [Tapponnier et al., 2001;
Replumaz and Tapponnier, 2003; Royden et al., 2008] predict paleolatitudes of the Lhasa terrane far south of
the measured ones.
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3.2. Testing Collision Ages

With the magnitude of India-Asia convergence determined by the plate circuit, and the amount of intra-Asian
shortening estimated, the age of collision thus predicts the amount of Indian plate subduction after collision
(i.e., predicts the size of Greater India). We use the intra-Asia shortening reconstruction of van Hinsbergen et al.
[2011b], bearing in mind a potential underestimate up to 300 km after 35 Ma. We then test the viability of
proposed collision ages by comparing the paleolatitude predicted by the GAPWaP with data from the TH,
assuming the TH was part of Greater India before collision.

Assuming a collision age of 52 Ma, which is considered a minimum collision age according to stratigraphic
and sedimentologic data [Najman et al., 2010; Hu et al., 2012], the measured paleolatitudes of the TH are
consistently 1-2°S of the lower bound of predicted values at 57 Ma, 60 Ma, and 68 Ma (Figures 2d-2f).
Considering the fast northward motion rates of the Indian plate in this time interval (>1°/Myr in a paleomagnetic
reference frame), this may indicate either that collision occurred 1-2 Ma later or that there is ~200 km of
additional intra-Asian shortening. This latter option is supported by the growing stratigraphic, sedimentologic
[DeCelles et al., 2014; Garzanti and Hu, 2014], and metamorphic [Guillot et al., 2008] evidences for a collision age
no younger than 52 Ma.

Collision ages of 34 Ma [Aitchison et al., 2007] or 65 Ma [Klootwijk et al., 1992; Ding et al., 2005] result in
predicted paleolatitudes of the TH that are either far south or far north of the ranges of the measured
paleolatitudes at 57 Ma, 60 Ma, and 68 Ma (Figures 2d-2f), respectively. Tibetan sites at latitudes that are
consistent with paleomagnetic data would require an amount of intra-Asian shortening that is precluded by
the paleomagnetic data of the Lhasa terrane.

Recently, new sedimentologic data were used to advocate collision ages of 56-58 Ma [DeCelles et al., 2014;
Garzanti and Hu, 2014; Orme et al., 2014]. This scenario requires ~600-900 km more postcollisional shortening
within Asia than the estimates suggested by van Hinsbergen et al. [2011b] (Figures 2d-2f). At 35 Ma and 52 Ma,
such excess shortening is paleomagnetically permitted, although its location or distribution is unknown.
However, such postcollisional shortening predicts paleolatitudes that are far too south positioned from those
documented at 125 Ma (Figure 2c). Even when assuming that no precollisional shortening occurred, 125 Ma
Tibetan paleolatitudes preclude a collision age older than ~55 Ma.

3.3. Testing “Greater Indian Basin” Extension

Finally, we consider Late Triassic to Early Cretaceous paleolatitudes for the TH. For a Greater India constrained
by collision at 52 Ma and following the intra-Asian shortening estimates of van Hinsbergen et al. [2011b],
the predicted paleolatitudes of the TH are 12-16°N of the upper limit of the measured paleolatitudes at
116 Ma, 135 Ma, and 227 Ma (Figures 2g-2i). This result requires that the TH must have separated and drifted
northward relative to India, as part of a separate plate, between 116 Ma and 68 Ma. Importantly, these Triassic
and Cretaceous reconstructions take into account counterclockwise rotation of ~90° of India relative to
Asia, which thus clearly cannot explain the paleolatitudinal separation of the TH relative to India, as proposed
by Wang et al. [2014]. If we assume collision ages of 34 Ma and 65 Ma, then the predicted paleolatitudes

of the TH are also significantly north of the measured values for the Early Cretaceous and Late Triassic
(Figures 2g-2i). Therefore, regardless of the collisional scenario, extension within Greater India is always
required to explain the observed paleolatitudes.

A single latitudinal adjustment of the TH, placing it adjacent to the northern margin of India corrected for
Lesser Himalayan shortening [Long et al., 2011] at 116 Ma, and assuming the TH was fixed to India before that
time is sufficient to make predicted paleolatitudes of the TH consistent with the measured paleolatitudinal
ranges at 116 Ma, 135 Ma, and 227 Ma (Figures 2g-2i). This requires an Early Cretaceous paleogeography
with a small Greater India (<1000 km), consistent with stratigraphic data and Gondwana fits for Greater India
[e.g., Garzanti, 1999; Ali and Aitchison, 2005; Gibbons et al., 2012; McQuatrrie et al., 2013].

4, Conclusions

We use paleomagnetic data to test tectonic reconstructions of the India-Asia collision zone and provide
permissible ranges of intra-Asian convergence, intra-Indian divergence, and collision ages. We predict
paleolatitudes by placing kinematic reconstructions of the collision zone in a global plate reconstruction that
is constrained relative to the Earth’'s magnetic field using the global apparent wander path. We conclude that
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paleolatitude data from Indian units of Triassic to present age are sensitive to testing the paleogeography of
Greater India. We also suggest that a recent kinematic reconstruction that estimates 600-750 km of intra-Asia
postcollisional shortening is a minimum value and that a value of 900 km is more consistent with the
paleomagnetic data, with the excess shortening accommodated after 35 Ma. An additional 400 km of
geologically estimated Cretaceous shortening within the Lhasa and Qiangtang terranes is also permitted by
paleomagnetic data. If we assume the maximum amount of intra-Asia convergence that is consistent with the
paleomagnetic constraints, then collision could have been underway by 52 Ma. Kinematic reconstructions
based on younger (34 Ma) or older (65 Ma) collision ages are inconsistent with paleomagnetic results. Also,
we find that recently proposed collision ages of 56-58 Ma are not compatible with the paleomagnetic
constraint: even if we assume no precollisional intra-Asian convergence, Tibetan paleolatitudes at 125 Ma
preclude a pre-55 Ma collision. Furthermore, paleomagnetic data from the Lower Cretaceous and Upper
Triassic Tibetan Himalayan strata unequivocally require substantial extension between the TH and India
between 116 and 68 Ma for any proposed India-Asia collision age ranging from 34 to 65 Ma; the magnitude of
the paleolatitudinal discrepancy cannot be explained by the counterclockwise rotation of India with respect
to Asia. Collision at 52 Ma would require at least 15° paleolatitudinal divergence within Greater India, resulting
in 2000 km of reconstructed extension during the Cretaceous.

References

Aitchison, J. C, J. R. Ali, and A. M. Davis (2007), When and where did India and Asia collide?, J. Geophys. Res., 112, B05423, doi:10.1029/
02006JB004706.

Ali, J. R, and J. C. Aitchison (2005), Greater India, Earth Sci. Rev., 72(3-4), 169-188.

Appel, E., R. Miiller, and R. Widder (1991), Paleomagnetic results from the Tibetan Sedimentary Series of the Manang area (north central Nepal),
Geophys. J. Int., 104(2), 255-266.

Bouilhol, P., O. Jagoutz, J. M. Hanchar, and F. O. Dudas (2013), Dating the India-Eurasia collision through arc magmatic records, Earth Planet.
Sci. Lett., 366, 163-175.

Boyden, J. A, R. D. Miiller, M. Gurnis, T. H. Torsvik, J. A. Clark, M. Turner, H. Ivey-Law, R. J. Watson, and J. S. Cannon (2011), Next-generation
plate-tectonic reconstructions using GPlates, in Geoinformatics: Cyberinfrastructure for the Solid Earth Sciences, pp. 95-114, Cambridge
Univ. Press, Cambridge, U. K.

Butler, R. F. (1992), Paleomagnetism: Magnetic Domains to Geologic Terranes: Malden, p. 238, Blackwell Scientific, Mass.

Chen, W,, T. Yang, S. Zhang, Z. Yang, H. Li, H. Wu, J. Zhang, Y. Ma, and F. Cai (2012), Paleomagnetic results from the Early Cretaceous Zenong
Group volcanic rocks, Cuogin, Tibet, and their paleogeographic implications, Gondwana Res., 22(2), 461-469.

Cogné, J.-P., J. Besse, Y. Chen, and F. Hankard (2013), A new Late Cretaceous to present APWP for Asia and its implications for paleomagnetic
shallow inclinations in Central Asia and Cenozoic Eurasian plate deformation, Geophys. J. Int., 192(3), 1000-1024.

Coward, M. P, and R. W. H. Butler (1985), Thrust tectonics and the deep structures of the Pakistan Himalaya, Geology, 13, 417-420.

DeCelles, P. G., D. M. Robinson, and G. Zandt (2002), Implications of shortening in the Himalayan fold-thrust belt for uplift of the Tibetan
Plateau, Tectonics, 21(6), 1062, doi:10.1029/2001TC001322.

DeCelles, P., P. Kapp, G. Gehrels, and L. Ding (2014), Paleocene-Eocene foreland basin evolution in the Himalaya of southern Tibet and Nepal:
Implications for the age of initial India-Asia collision, Tectonics, 33, 824-849, doi:10.1002/2014TC003522.

Dewey, J. F,, and J. M. Bird (1970), Mountain belts and the new global tectonics, J. Geophys. Res., 75(14), 2625-2647, doi:10.1029/
JB2075i2014p02625.

Dewey, J. F., R. M. Shackleton, C. Chengfa, and S. Yiyin (1988), The tectonic evolution of the Tibetan Plateau, Philos. Trans. R. Soc. London, Ser. A,
327,379-413.

Ding, J., S.Zhang, W. Chen, J. Zhang, T. Yang, G. Jiang, K. Zhang, H. Li, and H. Wu (2014), Paleomagnetism of the Oligocene Kangtuo Formation
red beds (Central Tibet): Inclination shallowing and tectonic implications, J. Asian Earth Sci., doi:10.1016/j.jseaes.2014.1010.1006.

Ding, L., P. Kapp, and X. Wan (2005), Paleocene-Eocene record of ophiolite obduction and initial India-Asia collision, south central Tibet,
Tectonics, 24, TC3001, doi:10.1029/2004TC001729.

Dupont-Nivet, G, D. J. J. van Hinsbergen, and T. H. Torsvik (2010a), Persistently low Asian paleolatitudes: Implications for the India-Asia
collision history, Tectonics, 29, TC5016, doi:10.1029/2008TC002437.

Dupont-Nivet, G., P. C. Lippert, D. J. J. van Hinsbergen, M. J. M. Meijers, and P. Kapp (2010b), Palaeolatitude and age of the Indo-Asia collision:
Palaeomagnetic constraints, Geophys. J. Int., 182(3), 1189-1198.

Gansser, A. (1964), Geology of the Himalayas, Interscience, John Wiley, New York.

Garzanti, E. (1999), Stratigraphy and sedimentary history of the Nepal Tethys Himalaya passive margin, J. Asian Earth Sci., 17(5), 805-827.

Garzanti, E., and X. Hu (2014), Latest Cretaceous Himalayan tectonics: Obduction, collison or Deccan-related uplift?, Gondwana Res.,
doi:10.1016/j.9r.2014.1003.1010.

Gibbons, A. D., U. Barckhausen, P. den Bogaard, K. Hoernle, R. Werner, J. M. Whittaker, and R. D. Miiller (2012), Constraining the Jurassic extent
of Greater India: Tectonic evolution of the West Australian margin, Geochem. Geophys. Geosyst., 13, Q05W13, doi:10.1029/2011GC003919.

Gibbons, A, S. Zahirovic, R. Miiller, J. Whittaker, and V. Yatheesh (2015), A tectonic model reconciling evidence for the collisions between
India, Eurasia and intra-oceanic arcs of the central-eastern Tethys, Gondwana Res., doi:10.1016/j.9r.2015.1001.1001.

Gradstein, F. M., F. P. Agterberg, J. G. Ogg, J. Hardenbol, P. Veen, J. Thierry, and Z. Huang (1994), A Mesozoic time scale, J. Geophys. Res.,
99(B12), 24,051-24,074, doi:10.1029/24094JB01889.

Guillot, S., E. Garzanti, D. Baratoux, D. Marquer, G. Mahéo, and J. De Sigoyer (2003), Reconstructing the total shortening history of the NW
Himalaya, Geochem. Geophys. Geosyst., 4(7), 1064, doi:10.1029/2002GC000484.

Guillot, S., G. Mahéo, J. De Sigoyer, K. H. Hattori, and A. Pécher (2008), Tethyan and Indian subduction viewed from the Himalayan high-to
ultrahigh-pressure metamorphic rocks, Tectonophysics, 451(1), 225-241.

Hodges, K. V. (2000), Tectonics of the Himalaya and southern Tibet from two perspectives, Geol. Soc. Am. Bull., 112, 324-350.

HUANG ET AL.

©2015. American Geophysical Union. All Rights Reserved. 7


http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/02006JB004706
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/02006JB004706
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2001TC001322
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/2014TC003522
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/JB2075i2014p02625
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/JB2075i2014p02625
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jseaes.2014.1010.1006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2004TC001729
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2008TC002437
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gr.2014.1003.1010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2011GC003919
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gr.2015.1001.1001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/24094JB01889
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2002GC000484

@AG U Geophysical Research Letters 10.1002/2015GL063749

Hu, X., H. D. Sinclair, J. Wang, H. Jiang, and F. Wu (2012), Late Cretaceous-Palaeogene stratigraphic and basin evolution in the Zhepure
Mountain of southern Tibet: Implications for the timing of India-Asia initial collision, Basin Res., 24(5), 520-543.

Huang, W., G. Dupont-Nivet, P. C. Lippert, D. J. van Hinsbergen, and E. Hallot (2013), Inclination shallowing in Eocene Linzizong sedimentary rocks
from Southern Tibet: Correction, possible causes and implications for reconstructing the India-Asia collision, Geophys. J. Int., 194(3), 1390-1411.

Huang, W., D. J. J. Van Hinsbergen, M. Maffione, D. A. Orme, G. Dupont-Nivet, C. Guilmette, L. Ding, Z. Guo, and P. Kapp (2015a), Lower
Cretaceous Xigaze ophiolite formed in the Gangdese forearc: Evidence from paleomagnetism, sediment provenance, and stratigraphy,
Earth Planet. Sci. Lett., 415, 142-153.

Huang, W., et al. (2015b), Can a primary remanence be retrieved from partially remagnetized Eocene volcanics in the Nanmulin Basin
(Southern Tibet) to date the India-Asia collision?, J. Geophys. Res. Solid Earth, 120, 42-66, doi:10.1002/2014JB011599.

Huang, W., et al. (2015c¢), What was the Paleogene latitude of the Lhasa terrane? A reassessment of the geochronology and paleomagnetism
of Linzizong volcanic rocks (Linzhou Basin, Tibet), Tectonics, 34, doi:10.1002/2014TC003787.

Huang, W., et al. (2015d), Paleolatitudes of the Tibetan Himalaya from primary and secondary magnetizations of Jurassic to Lower Cretaceous
sedimentary rocks, Geochem. Geophys. Geosyst., 16, 77-100, doi:10.1002/2014GC005624.

Johnson, M. R. W. (2002), Shortening budgets and the role of continental subduction during the India-Asia collision, Earth Sci. Rev., 59(1-4), 101-123.

Kapp, P., A. Yin, T. M. Harrison, and L. Ding (2005), Cretaceous-Tertiary shortening, basin development, and volcanism in central Tibet,
Geol. Soc. Am. Bull., 117, 865-878.

Klootwijk, C. T., and D. K. Bingham (1980), The extent of Greater India, lll. Paleomagnetic data from the Tibetan Sedimentary series, Thakkhola
region, Nepal Himalaya, Earth Planet. Sci. Lett., 51(2), 381-405.

Klootwijk, C. T., J. S. Gee, J. W. Peirce, G. M. Smith, and P. L. McFadden (1992), An early India-Asia contact: Paleomagnetic constraints from
Ninetyeast Ridge, OPD Leg 121, Geology, 20, 395-398.

Lippert, P. C, X. X. Zhao, R. S. Coe, and C. H. Lo (2011), Palaeomagnetism and “OAr/*°Ar geochronology of upper Palaeogene volcanic rocks
from Central Tibet: Implications for the Central Asia inclination anomaly, the palaeolatitude of Tibet and post-50 Ma shortening within
Asia, Geophys. J. Int., 184(1), 131-161.

Lippert, P. C,, D. J. J. van Hinsbergen, and G. Dupont-Nivet (2014), The Early Cretaceous to present latitude of the central Lhasa-plano (Tibet):
A paleomagnetic synthesis with implications for Cenozoic tectonics, paleogeography and climate of Asia, in Towards an Improved
Understanding of Uplift Mechanisms and the Elevation History of the Tibetan Plateau, edited by J. S. Nie, G. D. Hoke, and B. K. Horton,
Geol. Soc. Am. Spec. Pap., pp. 1-21.

Long, S., N. McQuarrie, T. Tobgay, and D. Grujic (2011), Geometry and crustal shortening of the Himalayan fold-thrust belt, eastern and
central Bhutan, Geol. Soc. Am. Bull., 123(7-8), 1427.

Ma, Y., T.Yang, Z. Yang, S. Zhang, H. Wu, H. Li, H. Li, W. Chen, J. Zhang, and J. Ding (2014), Paleomagnetism and U-Pb zircon geochronology of
Lower Cretaceous lava flows from the western Lhasa terrane: New constraints on the India—Asia collision process and intracontinental
deformation within Asia, J. Geophys. Res. Solid Earth, 119, 7404-7424, doi:10.1002/2014JB011362.

McQuarrie, N., S. Long, T. Tobgay, J. Nesbit, G. Gehrels, and M. Ducea (2013), Documenting basin scale, geometry and provenance through
detrital geochemical data: Lessons from the Neoproterozoic to Ordovician Lesser, Greater, and Tethyan Himalayan strata of Bhutan,
Gondwana Res., 23(4), 1491-1510.

Molnar, P., and P. Tapponnier (1975), Cenozoic tectonics of Asia: Effects of a continental collision, Science, 189(4201), 419-426.

Najman, Y., E. Appel, M. Boudagher-Fadel, P. Bown, A. Carter, E. Garzanti, L. Godin, J. Han, U. Liebke, and G. Oliver (2010), Timing of India-Asia
collision: Geological, biostratigraphic, and palaeomagnetic constraints, J. Geophys. Res., 115, B12416, doi:10.1029/12010JB007673.

Orme, D. A, B. Carrapa, and P. Kapp (2014), Sedimentology, provenance and geochronology of the Upper Cretaceous—lower Eocene western
Xigaze forearc basin, southern Tibet, Basin Res., 1-25, doi:10.1111/bre.12080.

Patriat, P., and J. Achache (1984), India-Eurasia collision chronology has implications for crustal shortening and driving mechanism of plates,
Nature, 311(5987), 615-621.

Patzelt, A, H. Li, J. Wang, and E. Appel (1996), Palaeomagnetism of Cretaceous to Tertiary sediments from southern Tibet: Evidence for the
extent of the northern margin of India prior to the collision with Eurasia, Tectonophysics, 259, 259-284.

Powell, C. M., and P. Conaghan (1973), Plate tectonics and the Himalayas, Earth Planet. Sci. Lett., 20(1), 1-12.

Powell, C. M., and P. J. Conaghan (1975), Tectonic models of the Tibetan plateau, Geology, 3, 727-731.

Replumaz, A., and P. Tapponnier (2003), Reconstruction of the deformed collision zone between India and Asia by backward motion of
lithospheric blocks, J. Geophys. Res. 108(B6), 2285, doi:10.1029/2001JB000661.

Replumaz, A, S. Guillot, A. Villasefior, and A. M. Negredo (2013), Amount of Asian lithospheric mantle subducted during the India/Asia
collision, Gondwana Res., 24(3), 936-945.

Royden, L. H., B. C. Burchfiel, and R. D. van der Hilst (2008), The geological evolution of the Tibetan Plateau, Science, 321(5892), 1054-1058.

Tan, X, S. Gilder, K. P. Kodama, W. Jiang, Y. Han, H. Zhang, H. Xu, and D. Zhou (2010), New paleomagnetic results from the Lhasa block: Revised
estimation of latitudinal shortening across Tibet and implications for dating the India-Asia collision, Earth Planet. Sci. Lett., 293(3), 396-404.

Tapponnier, P., Z. Xu, F. Roger, B. Meyer, N. Arnaud, G. Wittlinger, and J. Yang (2001), Oblique stepwise rise and growth of the Tibetan Plateau,
Science, 294, 1671-1677.

Torsvik, T. H., R. Van der Voo, U. Preeden, C. Mac Niocaill, B. Steinberger, P. V. Doubrovine, D. J. J. van Hinsbergen, M. Domeier, C. Gaina, and
E. Tohver (2012), Phanerozoic polar wander, palaeogeography and dynamics, Earth Sci. Rev., 114(3), 325-368.

van Hinsbergen, D. J. J., P. Kapp, G. Dupont-Nivet, P. C. Lippert, P. G. Decelles, and T. H. Torsvik (2011a), Restoration of Cenozoic deformation
in Asia and the size of Greater India, Tectonics, 30, TC5003, doi:10.1029/2011TC002908.

van Hinsbergen, D. J., B. Steinberger, P. V. Doubrovine, and R. Gassmoller (2011b), Acceleration and deceleration of India-Asia convergence
since the Cretaceous: Roles of mantle plumes and continental collision, J. Geophys. Res., 116, B06101, doi:10.1029/02010JB008051.

van Hinsbergen, D. J. J,, P. C. Lippert, G. Dupont-Nivet, N. McQuarrie, P. V. Doubrovine, W. Spakman, and T. H. Torsvik (2012), Greater India
Basin hypothesis and a two-stage Cenozoic collision between India and Asia, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A., 109(20), 7659-7664.

Wang, C,, J. Dai, X. Zhao, Y. Li, S. A. Graham, D. He, B. Ran, and J. Meng (2014), Outward-growth of the Tibetan Plateau during the Cenozoic:
A review, Tectonophysics, 621, 1-43.

Yakovlev, P. V., and M. K. Clark (2014), Conservation and redistribution of crust during the Indo-Asian collision, Tectonics, 33, 1016-1027,
doi:10.1002/2013TC003469.

Yang, T, Y. Ma, S. Zhang, W. Bian, Z. Yang, H. Wu, H. Li, W. Chen, and J. Ding (2014), New insights into the India-Asia collision process from
Cretaceous paleomagnetic and geochronologic results in the Lhasa terrane, Gondwana Res., doi:10.1016/j.gr.2014.1006.1010.

Yi, Z,, B. Huang, J. Chen, L. Chen, and H. Wang (2011), Paleomagnetism of early Paleogene marine sediments in southern Tibet, China:
Implications to onset of the India-Asia collision and size of Greater India, Earth Planet. Sci. Lett., 309(1), 153-165.

Yin, A, and M. T. Harrison (2000), Geologic evolution of the Himalayan-Tibetan orogen, Annu. Rev. Earth Planet. Sci., 28, 211-280.

HUANG ET AL.

©2015. American Geophysical Union. All Rights Reserved. 8


http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/2014JB011599
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/2014TC003787
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/2014GC005624
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/2014JB011362
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/12010JB007673
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/bre.12080
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2001JB000661
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2011TC002908
http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/02010JB008051
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/2013TC003469
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gr.2014.1006.1010


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (ECI-RGB.icc)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Photoshop 5 Default CMYK)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Courier
    /Courier-Bold
    /Courier-BoldOblique
    /Courier-Oblique
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /Symbol
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
    /ZapfDingbats
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


