A series of pointed observa0ons with XMM--Newton of the X--ray bright "North Polar Spur" (*) near l=30° and b=8° has been analyzed in combina0on with dedicated ground--based absorp0on measurements and three--dimensional reddening maps. There is compelling evidence that the southern terminus of the North Spur is absorp0on bounded and that the X--ray emiLng region lies behind the Aquila RiO clouds, at least hundreds of parsecs away. Moreover, absorbing columns deduced from X--ray spectral fiLng correlate more 0ghtly with dust op0cal depths from Planck than with any other ISM column indicator, sugges0ng that the emission may originate several kpc away. This result raises the ques0on of a possible link between the Spur and ouTlows from the inner Galaxy (Fermi bubbles, Galac0c wind). (2)
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  Fig 2: Le):(0.75--1.3)/(0.4--0.75) keV hardness ra=o; Center: IRAS 100 um data; Right:0.3--1.4keV

  Fig 3:Example of model fit: MOS1(black)-MOS2(red)-PN(green) of field 17
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  Fig 5b: Ver=cal cut in the 3D local dust map (Lallement+(14)) along l=25°. Density increases from red to violet. Integra=on between Sun and target stars is used to es=mate E(B--V) in fig 5c.
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 6 Fig 6:From right to left for the 19 fields: Planck τ-based E(B-V)s; XMM-based estimates for 2 N(H)=>E(B-V) conversions, Predehl +95 (1) and Gudennavar+12 (2); Panstarrs estimates for 4 distances (Green+15, circles) and their rescaled values using Bonifacio+00 formula (filled circles). Below 600pc are shown, as a function of dist, the E(B-Vs) integrated from 0 to 300pc in the local maps (solid lines) and the results for the program stars (fig1). A jump in reddening occurs between 300 and 400pc. XMM data correspond to post-jump values.
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  Fig 5c: map--integrated E(B--V) towards the 17 target stars and the KI--based N(H). The linear fit is close to the Gudennavar+12 value. This validates the use of the map to integrate along the nearby XMM FOVs.